Getting Ready for LINks!
A new way to have your say on health and social care matters

By Spring/Summer 2008, West Berkshire will have a Local Involvement Network (or LINk) which will give local people the opportunity to influence how NHS and Council services are planned and run.

Local individuals, groups and communities will all be able to be part of this local organisation, which will be independent of the NHS and Council, and funded by Central Government.  

The LINk will not replace existing groups or forums.  Rather, it will offer local people and groups the chance to work more closely together within a “network’, ensuring a coordinated approach to public involvement.

The LINk will have specific powers so it can say how local services should improve. Representatives from the LINk will be able to go into services and see what they do, and tell NHS Trusts and the Council what it has found.  The Statutory bodies must respond quickly to queries and comments from the local LINk membership.

Over the next few months, a project group of local organisations, groups and people will help shape how the West Berkshire LINk might work.  

As part of this project, the Council will seek a “Host” organisation to be responsible for setting up the LINk and give it practical support to keep it going. 

If you or your local group would like to contribute in any way to the establishment of a West Berkshire LINk, please contact Jenny Pheby, User/Carer Development Manager, on 01635 519406, or e-mail jpheby@westberks.gov.uk. (An initial meeting is planned for the beginning of December)

